The Divorce Suit
incident of the trial for its remarkable results, A servant
stated in her evidence that one day, when Mrs* O*Shea was
living at Medina Terrace* Brighton, her husband unex-
pectedly called on her while Parnell, who was known as
Mr* Stewart, was in her room* Mr* " Stewart** got away
by the fire-escape, and a few minutes later presented himself
at the front-door and enquired for Mrs* O'Shea as if he had
just that moment arrived* The incident excited great
laughter, and jokes were made about fire-escapes in music-
halls and drawing-rooms* Even Lord Salisbury, that taciturn
Tory, unbent on a public platform and said of a politician
who had escaped to France to evade arrest: " Some escape
by water and some escape by fire*** A reference to the fire-
escape was part of the stock-in-trade of Mr* Timothy Michael
Healy, the Viceroy in a bowler hat and a reach-me-down
suit, who was not then aspiring to semi-royal honours* One
night, soon after the suit was heard, the late Sir Herbert
Tree entertained Captain O'Shea to dinner* He said to
him: " I think you'll agree that ridicule can kill a man in
England as surely as it can in France*" " What do you
mean?*' demanded O*Shea* " Well," Tree replied, " take
your case* The fire-escape killed Parnell I" "Yes/* said
O'Shea, " and the fun of it is there was no fire-escape /** It
appeared that the servant, explaining Parnell*s swift dis-
appearance, had used the word " fire-escape ** as one might
use the expression " flown away on wings***
II
The first determination of the Irish party was to stand by
their leader* There was scarcely a dissentient from this
determination* The National League met in Dublin on
Tuesday, November 18, 1890, the day after Captain Q'Shea
had obtained his decree, and pledged itself, under the chair-
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